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Table 24.
Trends in Birth Rates Among Women Ages 15-19

for Selected Communities1, Ranked by 1999 Teen Birth Rate2,3

Massachusetts: 1999, 1998, 1990

1999 1998 1990

1999
Rank

Demographic Area Number
Births
15-19

Teen
Birth
Rate

Number
Births
15-19

Teen
Birth
Rate

Number
Births
15-19

Teen
Birth
Rate

 Massachusetts 5,515 26.6 5,823 28.1 7,258 35.1

1 Chelsea 90 107.5 100 119.5 105 114.8

2 Lawrence 277 103.9 298 111.8 338 122.8

3 Holyoke 147 100.5 189 129.3 203 140.3

4 Springfield 485 86.7 458 81.9 523 87.9

5 Southbridge 41 74.0 45 81.2 48 82.5

6 New Bedford 221 72.4 220 72.0 263 76.3

7 Lynn 174 67.9 191 74.5 194 79.4

8 Lowell 235 62.9 239 64.0 309 81.3

9 Brockton 169 60.9 178 64.1 216 67.8

10 Fitchburg 94 57.9 89 54.8 146 82.1

11 Taunton 83 53.0 70 44.7 95 61.0

12 Fall River 150 52.8 155 54.6 246 76.9

13 Leominster 60 52.1 49 42.6 42 37.8

14 Haverhill 82 49.6 80 48.4 94 60.4

15 Worcester 304 46.2 328 49.8 399 58.8

16 Boston 761 41.0 823 44.3 1,137 52.7

17 Somerville 64 38.5 60 36.1 64 29.2

18 Salem 46 37.4 49 39.8 45 35.4

19 Chicopee 63 36.5 70 40.6 84 44.9

20 Pittsfield 48 33.1 68 46.9 74 48.3

21 Methuen 42 32.8 47 36.7 53 41.7

22 Framingham 54 27.8 44 22.7 44 19.6

23 Plymouth 34 19.4 38 21.7 55 35.6

24 Quincy 34 16.9 46 22.9 51 22.0

25 Cambridge 44 14.5 31 10.2 54 14.9
Sources: Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, BHRSE, 1998, 1999.  The 1990  population data are based on the 1990
Census Massachusetts Age, Race and Sex File (MARS File).
1 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 15-19 in 1999
2 Rates are per 1,000 females ages 15-19 in each city/town.
3 Rates were recalculated using new population estimates for female teens ages 15-19. 1998 rates were re-calculated based on

1998 population estimates released in September 2000.  1999 rates were calculated with 1998 MISER estimates as 1999
population estimates are not yet available.



Table 25. (Continued)
Births by Mother's Age and Race/Hispanic Ethnicity

for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1999

Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total3

Massachusetts All Ages2 60,402 5,844 8,815 4,138 1,667 80,866

< 18 786 268 709 86 77 1,926

< 20 2,686 719 1,746 215 222 5,588

20 + 57,716 5,125 7,069 3,923 1,445 75,278

Boston All Ages2 2,835 2,601 1,716 584 281 8,017
<18 38 132 96 6 11 283
<20 107 352 262 19 35 775
20+ 2,728 2,249 1,454 565 246 7,242

Brockton All Ages2 661 373 165 38 214 1,451
<18 25 11 13 ** ¥ 61
<20 64 32 42 5 30 173
20+ 597 341 123 33 184 1,278

Cambridge All Ages2 627 165 92 145 33 1,062
<18 ** ** ** 0 1 6
<20 11 17 11 ** ** 44
20+ 616 148 81 ¥ ¥ 1,018

Chelsea All Ages2 139 56 393 36 17 641
<18 ** 0 31 0 ** 35
<20 17 ** 69 ** 2 92
20+ 122 ¥ 324 ¥ 15 549

Chicopee All Ages2 483 10 93 6 3 595
<18 16 ** 10 0 ** 27
<20 44 ** 19 0 ** 64
20+ 439 ¥ 74 6 ** 531

Fall River All Ages2 938 57 56 35 11 1,097
<18 37 ** ** ** 4 51
<20 112 12 12 11 5 152
20+ 826 45 44 24 6 945

Fitchburg All Ages2 356 21 147 21 21 566
<18 13 ** 15 ** 1 33
<20 45 ** 36 6 ** 94
20+ 311 ¥ 111 15 ¥ 472

Framingham All Ages2 664 47 183 84 22 1,000
<18 ** ** 13 0 0 19
<20 21 5 27 0 1 54
20+ 643 42 156 84 21 946

Haverhill All Ages2 761 23 118 9 10 921
<18 18 ** 7 0 ** 30
<20 61 ** 18 0 ** 85
20+ 700 ¥ 100 9 ¥ 836



Table 25. (Continued)
Births by Mother's Age and Race/Hispanic Ethnicity

for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1999

Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total3

Holyoke All Ages2 187 19 389 7 1 603
<18 ** ** 55 0 0 58
<20 15 ** 131 ** 0 149
20+ 172 ¥ 258 ¥ 1 454

Lawrence All Ages2 322 32 995 43 19 1,411
<18 8 ** 88 5 ** 102
<20 41 ** 226 9 ** 280
20+ 281 ¥ 769 34 ¥ 1,131

Leominster All Ages2 399 34 105 22 15 575
<18 8 0 9 ** ** 19
<20 27 ** 27 ** 3 60
20+ 372 ¥ 78 ¥ 12 515

Lowell All Ages2 816 79 315 431 35 1,676
<18 20 5 43 34 2 104
<20 76 8 75 75 4 238
20+ 740 71 240 356 31 1,438

Lynn All Ages2 633 173 422 132 27 1,387
<18 17 5 31 12 2 67
<20 55 21 71 28 4 179
20+ 578 152 351 104 23 1,208

Methuen All Ages2 421 11 87 17 1 537
<18 10 0 ** ** 0 15
<20 28 ** 11 ** 0 42
20+ 393 ¥ 76 ¥ 1 495

New Bedford All Ages2 888 84 178 8 109 1,267
<18 37 ** 21 ** 11 75
<20 117 19 55 ** ¥ 224
20+ 771 65 123 ¥ ¥ 1,043

Pittsfield All Ages2 426 34 6 12 13 491
<18 9 ** 0 0 ** 12
<20 35 8 ** ** 2 48
20+ 391 26 ** ¥ 11 443

Plymouth All Ages2 676 8 11 7 14 716
<18 11 0 ** 0 ** 14
<20 29 0 ** 0 ** 34
20+ 647 8 ¥ 7 ¥ 682

Quincy All Ages2 765 41 25 239 13 1,083
<18 12 ** ** 0 0 14
<20 28 ** ** ** 1 35
20+ 737 ¥ ¥ ¥ 12 1,048

Salem All Ages2 362 26 92 14 10 504



Table 25. (Continued)
Births by Mother's Age and Race/Hispanic Ethnicity

for Selected Communities1

Massachusetts: 1999

Community Births White* Black* Hispanic Asian* Other/
Unknown

Total3

<18 5 0 8 0 0 13
<20 21 ** 22 ** 0 46
20+ 341 ¥ 70 ¥ 10 458

Somerville All Ages2 571 103 176 75 24 949
<18 8 ** 8 0 ** 18
<20 29 6 26 ** ** 65
20+ 542 97 150 ¥ ¥ 884

Southbridge All Ages2 146 ** 65 ** 3 219
<18 10 0 13 0 0 23
<20 23 ** 20 ** 0 44
20+ 123 ** 45 ** 3 175

Springfield All Ages2 821 548 910 65 39 2,383
<18 25 56 114 ** ** 198
<20 96 122 266 6 6 496
20+ 725 426 644 59 33 1,887

Taunton All Ages2 688 34 52 6 15 795
<18 17 ** ** 0 3 25
<20 61 ** 16 ** 3 83
20+ 627 ¥ 36 ¥ 12 712

Worcester All Ages2 1,392 245 611 169 56 2,473
<18 31 11 68 ** ** 118
<20 105 27 152 9 13 306
20+ 1,287 218 459 160 43 2,167

Source:  Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, BHRSE,1999
* Non-Hispanic
**  Information in cells with values 1-4 (excluding the “Other/Unknown” cells) is suppressed when births are cross-

classified by age group and race/ethnicity in order to preserve the confidentiality of these cases.  In these instances,
additional cells with values less than 5 which enable calculation of the number of cases are also suppressed.

¥    These cells have values that are 5 and greater, but the numbers were suppressed to prevent inference of the value
of the suppressed cell containing 1-4 cases.
1 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 15-19
2 Includes births of unknown maternal age
3 Total resident births for each community



Table 26.
Birth Characteristics among Teen Births under Age 20 for Selected

Communities1 : Massachusetts: 1999

Adequacy of Care2

Community Birthweight
<2500 g Adequate Intermediate

Inadeq/
None Multiparous3

Percent4 Percent4 Percent4 Percent4 Number Percent4

Massachusetts          9.0        59.2        31.4          9.4 912        16.3
Boston          9.3        70.3        22.9          6.7 109        14.1
Brockton          9.2        46.2        41.0        12.7 33        19.1
Cambridge          4.5        59.1        34.1          6.8 10        22.7
Chelsea        10.9        50.0        33.7        16.3 14        15.2
Chicopee        12.5        52.4        33.3        14.3 11        17.2
Fall River          9.2        61.6        27.2        11.3 27        17.8
Fitchburg          8.6        66.3        26.1          7.6 22        23.4
Framingham          5.6        81.5        16.7          1.9 5          9.3
Haverhill        11.8        60.0        31.8          8.2 10        11.8
Holyoke          8.7        74.5        19.3          6.2 45        30.2
Lawrence          7.9        45.4        37.1        17.5 58        20.7
Leominster        13.3        61.7        26.7        11.7 10        16.7
Lowell          9.2        59.3        28.8        11.9 48        20.2
Lynn        11.2        54.2        32.4        13.4 33        18.4
Methuen          2.4        52.4        38.1          9.5 5        11.9
New Bedford          7.6        53.8        37.7          8.5 41        18.3
Pittsfield        12.5        39.6        45.8        14.6 10        20.8
Plymouth          2.9        64.7        32.4          2.9 5        14.7
Quincy        11.4        88.6          5.7          5.7 3 **
Salem          2.2        58.7        30.4        10.9 8        17.4
Somerville 0.0        61.5        29.2          9.2 5          7.7
Southbridge          9.1        72.7        25.0          2.3 7        15.9
Springfield        10.7        53.0        36.4        10.6 128        25.8
Taunton          8.4        60.2        33.7          6.0 16        19.3
Worcester          8.5        50.0        42.8          7.2 68        22.2
Source:  Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, BHRSE, 1999
**   Calculations based on 1-4 events are excluded.
1 Adequacy of Prenatal Care is determined by a calculation that combines trimester of prenatal care registration with the

number of prenatal care visits (see Technical Notes and Glossary for further information and definitions).
2 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 15-19 in 1999
3 Multiparous mothers have had at least one previous live birth.
4 Percentages exclude cases with unknown values for these categories.



Table 27.
Expected Educational Attainment and In-Hospital Paternity1

 Acknowledgment among Teen Mothers under Age 20 for Selected
Communities2  Massachusetts: 1999

Behind Grade Level3
Paternity

Acknowledg-
ment

Community  Number Percent Percent

 Massachusetts 1,771        31.7        65.8

Boston 219        28.3        53.8
Brockton 62        35.8        58.8
Cambridge 11        25.0        56.8
Chelsea 42        45.7        67.1
Chicopee 17        26.6        78.9
Fall River 58        38.4        70.6
Fitchburg 34        36.2        60.0
Framingham 14        25.9        68.4
Haverhill 25        29.4        69.2
Holyoke 78        52.7        75.2
Lawrence 106        38.0        73.0
Leominster 23        38.3        79.6
Lowell 106        44.5        68.7
Lynn 56        31.3        58.8
Methuen 11        26.2        61.1
New Bedford 80        35.7        66.2
Pittsfield 22        45.8        59.1
Plymouth 10        29.4        78.8
Quincy 3          8.6        75.0
Salem 12        26.1        69.8
Somerville 28        43.8        55.2
Southbridge 15        34.1        73.2
Springfield 176        35.5        59.9
Taunton 25        30.1        69.3
Worcester 110        35.9        65.8

Source: Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH, BHRSE, 1999
1 Paternity acknowledgment: Voluntary self-acknowledgment by fathers or acknowledgment through legal

action.  These data reflect data collected in hospitals at time of birth only (see Glossary for further
explanation).

2 25 communities with the greatest number of births to teens ages 15-19
3 “Behind Grade Level” is defined as two or more grades behind the maximum expected age for a grade at

the time of delivery (see Glossary for further explanation).


